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The United States-China Trade Wars

The United States-China trade wars have been a controversial topic in both the two world leading economies. In the recent times, much of the countries’ foreign policies towards each other have been founded on these wars that are seemingly deteriorating every other day. During the 2016 presidential election campaigns in the US, candidates were put to task to elaborate how they were going to deal with China which is evidently giving America sleepless nights as far as controlling the global market is concerned. The then Republican candidate Donald Trump went on record stating that he had a clear plan of fixing the rising and increasingly rogue China (Breuninger & Kayla, 2018). On March 22, 2018 and now the president, he lived to his promise by signing an executive memorandum that slapped $50 billion in annual tariffs and other penalties on a wide range of imported products from China. 

President Trump’s actions have thrown the US-China relations into balance. Apparently, this issue is still very controversial because experts and analysts alike seem to be deeply divided on whether it is the right direction to go (Breuninger & Kayla, 2018). There is a faction that feels the president is being overambitious with his administration. The main issue at stake here is the US-China relations and ultimately US foreign policies. Trump is ideally the direct opposite of his predecessor. President Obama often embraced bilateral talks and preferred to solve issues in the most amicable way where there is a win-win situation for everyone. Trump on the other hand has hard stands and will always endeavor to pursue his line which ultimately trigger a lot of wars and repercussions (Landler & Rappeport, 2018). This is the reason why many of his critics feel he is undoing the gains that have been made over years. What this is doing to America is that it is painting it as a bulldozer country which cannot be trusted and has little respect for others. 

The other side of the divide has applauded the president for taking on the toughest of foreign policy challenges that many of his predecessors shied away from. According to them, Trump stands out because he is least concerned with political correctness, a habit that is so synonymous with many presidents and world leaders. China has always had blatantly unfair and improper foreign trade policies. According to Kazianis (2018) for instance, the country forces any international company seeking to access its market to first establish joint ventures with Chinese companies. This is regardless of whether the same ventures are necessary or not. Ideally, this makes business very difficult for the multinationals, a factor that supporters of Trump believe China should meet the same unfair treatment in other markets (Kazianis, 2018). 

In light of the above, it is extremely difficult to draw a clear line on what is the best approach of resolving the US-China trade stalemate. However, from a critical review of the current situation, one is tempted to believe that President Trump’s actions were long overdue. Indeed China has one of the most irrational trade policies. The rule of forcing foreign multinationals to form joint ventures with local companies gives these Chinese firms the advantage of stealing intellectual property of the multinationals which is then used to strengthen its own industries hence giving it an unfair competitive advantage in the global market. America is therefore justified to exercise similar unfair policies perhaps to counter the unfair competitive edge. 
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